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1. (Previously presented) A method for obscuring an aircraft from infrared 
detection from an extamal Wewing location, comprising the steps of 

providing the aircraft in flight having an externally viewable hot region 
associated therewith, wherein the hot region has a temperature greater than ISO^C; 

detertnining an cxteroal viewing location that is associated with a greatest threat 
of an attack OA the airaraft; 

providing on ttie aiicnft a source of an obscuring agent* wherein the obscizring 
agent comprises carbon dioxide gps, or water vapor, or a mixture thereof; and 

ejecting the obscuring agent from a dispensing location on the aircraft so as to 
flow between die hot region and die extmal viewing location, wherein the obscuring 
ogmt hoB a tettiperatura of leas than that of ttie hot region. 

2. (Original) The method of claim l»whei«m the step of providing ft^ 
alferail deludes the step of 

providing a transport airtnft. 

3- (Withdrawn) The ni«bod of claim 1, wherein the step of providing the 
aircraft includes the step of 

providing the aircraft wherein the hot region is a structural poitiott of the 
aircraft. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of providing the 
aircraft includes the step of 

pioviding the aircraft wherein the hot region is a plume of hot g^ 
theaircnift. 

5. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of providing on 
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ti» aircnft the source of tbe obscuring agent includes the step of 

firoviding the source of dw obscuring agent conqiriaiQg a supply of the 
obscurtaig agent carried on board the aircraft. 

€. (Original) The tn^od of claim 1 , wherein the stqi crfprovidiag on tbe 
aircraft the source of the obscuring agent includes the step of 

providing the source of the obscuring agent comprising a supply of the 
obicuriag agent gaimrted on board the aiioaft. 

7. (Withdrawn) Themethod of claim 1, wfaerdn the step of providing on 
the aircnft the source of fbe obscuriog agent inchides the st^ of 

Riding the s(xuce (tf the obscuring agett oomprisiog a portion of cx^^ 
gas of a gas gmetaiing engine on the airc(«ft. 

». (tWgiMl) The meftod of claim Uwherdtj the atq) of providing 
aircraft the source of the obscuring agent iochides the step of 

providing the source of the obscuring agent as a portion of an exhaust gas of a 
main prtfiulsion engine of the aiteraft. 

9. (Withdrawn) Themethod of daim 1. wheidn the step of providing on 
the aircnsft includes the step of 

pmviding cotton dioxide gas as the obscuring agent 

ifl. (Withdrawn) Tlie method of claim 1. wherein tbe step of providina on 
the aircnfl inohvles the step of 

providing water vapor as the obscuring agent 

II. (Original) TT«methpdofelaiml.wheteinthestepofp«>vidIn£onthe 
MPcraft includes the step of i>«wKung on tne 

providing a mirtu^ of cart«n dioxide g«. and water vapor as d« obwniring 

\ 
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12. (Original) Tbe method of claim 1, wherein the step of ptoviding on the 
aiferaft includes step of 

providing soUd^oterial particles in the obscuring sgmt. 

13. (Original) The method of daim ] , wherein the step of providing on the 
aircraft Hie source of the obscuring agent includes the step of 

{Providing soUd metal particles in llie obsetiring agent 

14. (FrevioiMly presented) The method of claim I, wherein the step of 
ejecting faichides the atip of 

qiectliig the ohKuring agent so as CO obscure a portion of an exluust gas of an 
auxiliary power unit of flw aircraft. 

15. (Original) -Hie method of claim I, vAntixm Ae step of ejecting includes 
die step of 

^ting the obscuring agent so as to obscure a portion of an exhaust gas of a 
main propulrion engine of the aircndt. 

16. (Original) The meitiod of ckun 1, wfacrcta die step of ejecting includes 
theaiepof 

Meeting the obscuring agent at a temperatufe of leas than about 150«C. 

17. iCmwtiy amended) A mettiod for obscuring an aiixmft ^ faWI 
•JeteBtiottftoman ejrtenwl viewing location, comprising the stcpsof 

pnividingatiansportaircn.ft in fUght having an ttOonaU 
associated dwrewtth, wherein the hot legion has a tempenrt^ 

providing on the ainnft a source 4 
agent con^rise. a mixture of eatbon dioxide gas and wat^ vapor, and 
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ej«4ing the obacuring agem ftom a dispensing lo^^ 
flow between the hot regioa and the external viewing locfition, wherein the obscuring 

agmt h« a tcmpefature of less than that of the hot region, and wheiem the dispel 
locatioft is on an engine niceUe of the airoraft forward of an aft end of ar engine 
contained wifliin the nacelle, or on a wing of the aiicraft. m- nn o fiiaAiny. 
1 of an auxiliarv oower unh. 



18. (Original) Hie method of claim 17, wherein the step of providingon the 
aircraft the source of the obscuring agent includes the step of 

providiiig an additional aouree of the obseufing agent as a supply of the 
obscuring agent cairled on boaid the aircraft. 

19- (Original) Hie method of claim 17, wlierein die step of providtngon the 
aircraft the source of the obscuring agent includes the step of 

ptovldingthe aoiirce of the obscuring agentooBmrisinffaportinn nf«>in m^y^mt 
gas of a mfun propulsion engine of the aiicraft. 

20. (Original) Tbenusthodflfdaim 17. wheiwnthcstqjofpfovidingonihe 
ainaaft die source of the obflcuring agent includes the step of 

providing the source of the obscuring agent comprising a mixnae of carbon 
diojdde gas, water vapor, and soUd-material pwticks. 

21. (Original) The method of claim 17, wherein the step ofproviding on the 
aircraft the source of the obscuring agent includes the step of 

pmvldteg the source of the obscuring agent comprising a mixture of carbon 
dioxide gu, water vapor, and solid metal particles. 

22. (Piously provided) A method for obscuring an aircraft ftom infrai«d 
detection ftom an attettml viewing location, comprising the steps of 

providing die aircmft in flight having an externally viewable hot region 
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aMocialed flierewith, wherein the hot region has a tempewture greater than 1 5(W; 

providirig a source ofan obscuring agent, wherein the obsw | 
onlxwdtheaireraftorgenefatcdonboardtheaifc^ | 
compriies cariwn dioxide gu, or water vapor, or a mixture thereof: and 

feting the objcurinf agent from a dispensing location so as to flow between 

the hot icgioQ and the external viewing location but not to cool ths hot TBglon, wherein 

the obscwing agent has a temperature of less than that of the hot region, and wherein 

the dispvutng location b on an engine nacelle of the aircraft forward of an aft end of 

an«nginecommnedwilhinlbenacdkioronawingoftbeairetaft,of onafm^ \ 
the aircnft just ahead of an auxiliHy power unit. 

i 
! 

23. (Previoutly presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of 
ptovidiDg the aJreraft includes the aiep of 

providing the aliCTBft that does not carry flares and does not kAv9 an ac^ 
inftaredtfireat warning system. | 

24. (Previously jwesented) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of 
ejecting includes the step of | 

prefierentialty ejecting the obscuring agent to obscure most-Kkely lines of sight i 

whidi are below, in front of, on the sides of, and behind the aircraft. I 

i 

21 (Previously presented) Hie method of claim 1. wherein the step of 
qecUng Jocludes the step of 

ejectittg the obscuring agent at a rate of at least 4 pounds per second per 100 
wans per ateradian of tnftared eneigy produced by the hot region. 

26. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the ati^ of 
providing the aircraft includes the step of 

praviding the aircraft wherein the hot region is a phmw of hot gas flowing fitan 
the idrcraft, and wherein the step of ejecting includes the step of 
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ejecting the obscuring agent so tbat U is not initiaUy mixed with the phune. 
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